
 

CRYPTIC BOOKS. 

Work out the title of the book from the clue.   

1 mark for the title, 1 for the author, total 100 points 

 
1. Our star’s far eastern domain.   Empire of the Sun  J G Ballard 

 
2. Corvid’s route  The Crow Road  Iain Banks 

 
3. While I was in the bed croaking      As I Lay Dying  William Faulkner 

 
4. Armed Conflict and the kind of train Cat Stevens used to ride       War & Peace Leo Tolstoy 

 
5. Out of here in a current of air    Gone with the Wind   Margaret Mitchell 

 
6. Tremendous anticipation   Great Expectations Charles Dickens 

 
7. What comes before a fall and a preconceived judgement towards a group  Pride & 

Prejudice   Jane Austen 
 

8. Mitt-wearing home plate squatter covered in bread flour    Catcher in the Rye  J D Salinger 
 

9. Murder a derisive, taunting, feather covered creature    To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee 
 

10. Au revoir to everything inside the shirt sleeves     A Farewell to Arms   Ernest Hemingway 
 

11.  Y2K minus Neil Sedaka’s sweet girl’s birthday       1984 George Orwell 
 

12. Felonies and misdemeanours coupled with spankings     Crime & Punishment  Fyodor 
Dostoevsky 
 

13. That audio and that rage        The Sound and the Fury   William Faulkner 
 

14. Which person does the campanologist aim at?   For Whom the Bell Tolls   Ernest 
Hemingway 
 

15. Flying insects’ master  Lord of the Flies William Golding  
 



16. Courageous globe discovered       Brave New World    Aldous Huxley   
 

17.  Really value a place surrounded by water       Treasure Island    R L Stevenson 
 

18.  Story of a duo of municipalities    A Tale of Two Cities      Charles Dickens 
 

19. About little rodents and grown boys   Of Mice and Men    John Steinbeck 
 

20.  Ruby coloured name tag indicating bravery    The Red Badge of Courage    Stephen Crane 
 

21. Indian kids working a nightshift?           Midnight’s Children  Salman Rushdie 
 

22.  A warming tale of espionage  The Spy Who Came in from the Cold  John le Carre 
 

23.  40 would be too many to climb   The Thirty Nine Steps  John Buchan 
 

24.  In short the big bird with a large mouth  The Pelican Brief John Grisham 
 

25. More than two spies in Vienna   The Third Man  Graham Greene 
 

26. I'll make him an offer he can’t refuse  The Godfather  Mario Puzo 
 

27.  Went fishing - got just over 20.  Catch-22   Joseph Heller 
 

28. Excessive pride on one’s pale appearance?    Vanity Fair.  William Makepeace Thackeray 
 

29. Prickly flyers   The Thorn Birds.    Colleen McCullough 
 

30. Narrow alley leads to big country    A Passage to India  E.M. Forster 
 

31. Flying Scotsman with a young woman   The Girl on the Train  Paula Hawkins 
 

32. Thumber’s celestial map  The Hitch-hikers Guide to the Galaxy  Douglas Adams 
 

33. Wraith’s way   The Ghost Road  Pat Barker 
 

34. Grinding machine supplements dental cleaner    The Mill On The Floss    George Eliot  
 

35. “Hey” sang the Beatles, not very clearly   Jude the Obscure  Thomas Hardy 
 



36.  Blue mixed with red   The Colour Purple  Alice Walker 
 

37.   This lad might be fit for purpose    A Suitable Boy  Vikram Seth 
 

38.  Lessee at the posh big house on turbulent high ground  The Tenant of Wildfell Hall  Anne 
Bronte,  pseudonym Acton Bell 
 

39.  Inflect grammatically, then trip up    Decline and Fall  Evelyn Waugh 
 

40.  Dilute the boat  Watership Down   Richard Adams 
 

41.  No social distancing here in Bournemouth on a sunny day!   On the Beach  Neville Shute 
 

42.  At 23.55 what’s left?  The Remains of the Day   Kazuo Ishiguro. 
 

43.  Baby sheep have lost their bleat.    The Silence of the Lambs  Thomas Harris   
 

44. They revolted when he told them to only blow the bloody doors off.  The Caine Mutiny    
Herman Wouk.   
 

45. Felix is rocking here. Cat’s Cradle  Kurt Vonnegut. 
 

46.  The quiet season. Silent Spring   Rachel Carson. 
 

47. Biscuit box paradiddle. The Tin Drum.  Günter Grass.   
 

48.  British representative in Cuba.  Our Man in Havana  Graham Greene 
 

49. A Feathered Friend’s Lullaby    Birdsong    Sebastian Faulks 
 

50. Temperature At Which Paper Burns   Fahrenheit 451   Ray Bradbury 
 
 

 

 

 


